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!                          panied by sulpho-salts of silver in a gangue composed chiefly

;                         of ankerite and rhodochrosite.    In the younger barytes-lead

!                         veins, which often are of considerable width, the galena is

'                         much poorer in silver and the gangue is composed of barytes,

I                         fluorspar, calcite and quartz;   these veins sometimes carry

,                         cobalt and nickel minerals.

\                             South of Freiberg, in the celebrated mining region of the

5                         Erzegebirge, which extends into Bohemia, some of the veins

^                         carry argentiferous galena and blende, as at Altenberg, Schnee-

}                         berg, and other places, but the ores are usually dominated by

1                         the presence of chalcopyrite and mispickel,   and are quite

j                         unimportant in comparison with those of tin, copper, silver

4                         and cobalt, for which this district is famous.

1                            Many lead deposits, which have been extensively worked,

\                         occur in the region of the Harz Mountains, the most impor-

:* j                         tant being the numerous veins of the Clausthal Plateau, which

have been mined since the thirteenth century [47] [48]. The
veins, which have an average trend to the west-south-west, for
the most part occupy faults in a folded complex of Devonian
and Carboniferous sediments, and form a system of more or less
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parallel fissures linked together by numerous branches. They
extend over an area fifteen miles in length and five miles in
width. The main veins are composite and of considerable
widths. They form ten parallel series of lodes which have
been traced along the strike through practically the whole
mineral area. The deposits have been mined to depths of
3,000 ft
The chief ore is galena, but blende preponderates locally
and increases with depth. Marcasite, pyrite, chalcopyrite
and tetrahedrite occur also, and interesting rarities are the
selenides of lead and copper. The gangue minerals comprise
quartz, calcite, barytes and siderite, the latter two being
limited to certain veins in the south.
The silver content of the galena is generally low, averaging
from -oi to -05 per cent, but is sometimes as much as -3 per
cent.
On the northern slopes of the Harz Mountains, near Goslar,
is the large deposit of Rammelsberg which has been worked
for copper ores since the tenth century. This deposit, how-